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Tools for Measuring Access 
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Agenda 

! Purpose: Highlight several innovative tools that 
practitioners are using to understand the spatial 
disparities in access to opportunity and social equity  

! Speakers: 
! Bill Sadler, Natural Resources Defense Council (moderator) 
! Mara Gross, Coalition for a Livable Future 

! Sam Tepperman-Gelfant, Public Advocates 

! Alex Karner, Arizona State University 

! Q&A and Interactive Session 
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Making Connections! 
How are the persons, places & things we care about 

connected? 

Where are they? How do I get 
there? 

Can I get there? 
Do I even know 
where they are? 



The Value of Mapping 

•! Bring data-driven perspective to issues we already 
care about 

•! Maps help highlight areas of opportunity and need 

•! Fosters conversation across stakeholders: housing, 
economic development, education, health, etc. 

 
•! Develop shared solutions to common community 

challenges 

•! Process > Product 



Places with Equity Atlases 

L.A. County 

Denver 

Portland 

Atlanta 

New York City 

As of February 2014 



The Denver Regional Equity Atlas 1.0 

Launched April 2012 
 

Showcase geographic 
interrelationship between: 
•! Housing 
•! Jobs 
•! Education 
•! Health 
•! Transportation Access 

Highlight social equity disparities 
 

Tell the story 

 
Available at milehighconnects.org  



Denver’s FasTracks 
the Opportunity & 
Challenge   

!! $7.8 billion investment 

!!  70 new stations 

!! 45,000 HHs 

!! 58.1% have less than a 
bachelors degree 

!! 40% will earn under 60% 
AMI 

Who Will Benefit? 



Key Findings 

1.! The region is interdependent. 

2.! Poverty is a regional issue. 

3.! New transit service will improve access to opportunity, 
but gaps will remain. 

4.! We need affordable housing strategies. 

5.! This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the region. 



Atlas 1.0 Limitations 

Jobs Affordable 
Housing 



The Denver Regional Equity Atlas 2.0 
denverregionalequityatlas.org  



Partners 



Key Features 

1.! Recreate original maps 

2.! Select specific map layers to display 

3.! Ability to zoom to a neighborhood scale 

4.! Select Census tracts or counties for additional statistics 

5.! Share, embed or print maps 



Recreate original maps 



Select specific map layers to display 



Zoom to a neighborhood scale  



Select Census tracts for additional statistics 



Share, embed or print maps 



What Policy Recommendations Can This 
Influence? 

1.! Creating & Preserving Affordable Housing Near Transit 

2.! Provide incentives for employers to locate near transit 

3.! Improving access to healthy food in low-income 
communities 

4.! Invest in last-mile connections to and from transit stations 
and bus stops 

5.! Encourage schools and education providers to consider 
transit-oriented locations 

6.! Create more affordable transit pass programs 
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Questions? 

Bill Sadler 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
bsadler@reconnectingamerica.org 

 
Website Resources: 

Denver: www.denverregionalequityatlas.org 
Los Angeles: www.losangelesequityatlas.org  

Portland: www.equityatlas.org 
Atlanta: www.atlantaequityatlas.org 

 

 
 


